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Shree Visa Oshwal Community, Nairobi, in line with the Jain Principles and Values, have always
been in the forefront when any calamity or disaster arises in the Country and are always ready
to help the Kenyan Community. In response to the Covid-19 Crisis, VOC launched an appeal to
its members and the wider community including the Corporates to donate towards a noble
cause i.e. Donation of food and other essential items to the less fortunate members of society.

The VOC started the food donation drives on 31st March 2020 and ended it on 27th July 2020
where more than 448,000 lives were touched with more than 516 organizations benefitting
from the drives. The food items were donated to most of the areas in Nairobi, Naivasha,
Kiambu, Kakamega, Marsabit, Turkana and Samburu.

Due to this humble humanitarian act, Shree Visa Oshwal Community Nairobi was nominated by
Volunteer Involving Organizations Society (VIOS) and Good Deeds Day (GDD) in addition to
Mng’aro Mtaani, Streetwise Transformers, Slum Child Foundation, Do it with Boldness
organizations for recognition in the COVID-19 response and was given an award for exemplary
service through Volunteering and Selfness Response during the COVID-19 Pandemic. The event
was held in collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, UN Volunteers on
Friday, 16th October 2020 at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel, Nairobi.

The Ministry of Health vide Dr. Mercy Mwangangi (Chief Administrative Secretary) recognized
the efforts by Visa Oshwal Community for first response to the COVID-19 Crisis.

The Covid-19 Volunteer Response Recognition Awards 2020 was presented by Dr. Mercy 
Mwangangi (Left – Chief Administrative Secretary (CAS) of Ministry of Health) and 

received by Mrs. Bindi Shah (Centre – Secretary of VOC) & Ms. Hetal Hariya (Right – Joint 
Secretary of VOC).
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Jains in Queens Birthday Honours List – 10 October 2020
Anant M P Shah awarded OBE for Health, Education and Animal Welfare
Anant was born in Nairobi, spent a few years in India and completed his primary and secondary schooling in London. Thereafter, he gained a B. Sc. degree in
economics from the LSE.
In 1973, with his elder brother, Vipin, he founded the Meghraj Group, which has been involved in the financial services sector; it included Meghraj Bank, which was
the first private Indian bank in the UK, serving that community. He retired from active participation in business in 2000, to follow the footsteps of his father, M.P.
Shah, and has devoted his time since then to charity. It is estimated that about 35,000 people directly benefit at any given point in time from the institutions that
the family has built. More than 11,000 doctors have been trained at the M P Shah Medical College in Jamnagar. The M P Shah Cancer Hospital in Ahmedabad is
considered the second most important cancer hospital in India, in terms of range of treatments. Apart from spending time on his family’s charities, which focus on
education, health and welfare, Anant also acts as a Trustee or Adviser to a host of other charities, including Institute of Jainology, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Brooke,
Scope, Global Giving, Trees for Cities, Animal Interfaith Alliance, iPartner India, ProVeg, Citizens Advice.

Lavina Mehta awarded MBE for services to health and fitness during Covid 19

Lavina Mehta (previously Shah), is a 42-year-old British Asian award-winning Personal Trainer and Mum of three. Lavina has been awarded
an MBE for services to health and fitness during Covid-19. During lockdown she provided free twice-daily virtual workouts with her family,
aimed at keeping people of all ages healthy, mentally positive from home. Her slogan was to “Exercise for Sanity not Vanity” and provided a
Free Feel Good 21 Day Workout Plan.
www.instagram.com/feelgoodwithlavina

Prof. Nilay Shah awarded OBE for services to the decarbonization of the UK economy 

Professor Shah’s OBE was appointed Head of Chemical Engineering at Imperial College in 2016. He is a Fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering received MacRobert Award in 2007 for his innovative contributions to UK engineering. 
He is awarded OBE for services to the decarburization of the UK economy. His work aims to optimise the way we design and operate 
processes in industrial and energy systems. Some of his most important work has been in the field of designing and analysing energy systems 
– for example in modelling and optimising technologies like carbon capture and storage systems, and in minimising the cost of hydrogen 
production. He is a member of the Energy Minister's Hydrogen Advisory Council.

Jay Shah awarded MBE for striving to improve race relations

Jayantilal Somchand Shah known as Jay Shah was born in Nairobi Kenya and fought racism in Southampton and other parts of the country for 
nearly 50 years. He graduated with a degree in Engineering from Southampton University. He has been awarded MBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List for striving to improve race relations, He is currently director of Positive Message Ltd and held prominent positions with 
Southampton Race Relations Council. 

Anumodana to all Tapasvis During Paryushan 2020

21 Days Upvaas Vis Viharman 8 Days Upvaas 8 Days Upvaas

Mona Ketul Gudhka Savitaben Champak Savla Hemlataben Chandulal Haria Preeti Harish Shah

Hansaben Manilal Shah Umesh Chaganlal Gudhka Hetal Sanjay Nagaria

16 Days Upvaas Kailash Praful Savla Sachin Mansuklal Visariya Kusumben Ratilal Sumaria

Kantaben Premchand Maru Nilaben Bradul Shah Krishi Mahesh Dodhia Freya Jitendra Jakharia

Anilaben Vinodbhai Dodhia Kantaben Chaganlal Gudhka Pranjal Kamal Shah Laikumar Jitesh Haria

Hetal Suresh Shah Jasuben Hasmukh Gudhka Kanchanben Harilal Shah Sheetal Pragnesh Chheda

Vaani Dharmendra Sumaria Kundanben Navin Jakharia Sakhee Ajay Shah Jigna Ronik Dodhia

Veluben Premchand Gudhka Shrikunj Jatin Shah Komal Bharat Chheda

8 Days Upvaas (chovihar) Manugauvri Govindji Malde Anisha Ramesh Shah Vidhi Hitesh Dodhia

Jigna Ashok Shah Simmi Pratish Gudhka Priyadarshana Niral Shah

Chandra Kiran Shah Rashmi Manharlal Shah

6 Days Upvaas

Sonal Mitul Gosrani
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If you wish to contribute an article to the Oshwal Awaaz please send it to:
admin@oshwalnairobi.org
Visa Oshwal Community
0732377475/0724177293
www.oshwalnairobi.org
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